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herself and her brother-in-law, Count Sherernetyev).   Sev-
eral days later the widow went to the Court to thank their
Majesties for their attentions.   In the course of the audi-
ence the Emperor told his guest that he had received the
diaries of her late husband, and found them so interesting
that he would like, with her permission, to retain the books
and read them.   Mme. Sipyagin naturally gave her consent.
Several months passed, and the diaries were still in the
Emperor's hands.    Mme.  Sipyagin then turned to her
brother-in-law, Count Sheremetyev, who was the Emperor's
aide-de-camp and former chum, asking him to remind His
Majesty of her late husband's notes.   Shortly afterwards
Mme. Sipyagin had an audience with the Empress, and
when she was on the point of leaving, Her Majesty asked
her to wait awhile, because the Emperor wished to see her,
Several minutes later the Emperor entered the room and
handed her a package, saying that he was returning her
late husband's interesting memoirs and thanking her for
the opportunity of reading them.   At home, Mme. Sipyagin
discovered, however, that only one set of diaries had been
returned to her, namely, the one covering the time when
her husband presided over the Commission of Petitions.
Mme. Sipyagin again resorted to Count Sheremetyev's good
offices to have the matter straightened out-   The Count
turned to General Hesse, but received a rather sharp reply
to the effect that too much fuss was being made about these
diaries.
Several days later His Majesty went to Moscow, where
he prepared for the sacrament, and spent the first days of
the Easter week. At one of the official dinners Count
Sheremetyev happened to sit next to General Hesse. The
latter assured the Count that he had handed both sets of
Sipyagin's diaries to His Majesty. On returning to St.
Petersburg, the Emperor summoned Count Sheremetyev
and had a talk with him, which was afterwards related to